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Gender role expectation in preventive behaviors from HIV/AIDS/STDs and
unwanted pregnancy :
A preliminary study using randomly matched male-female pair data

Sookja Sun
abstract

A questionnaire survey was employed to delineate gender difference in risk avoidance for HIV/
AIDS/STDs and unwanted pregnancy in tems of gender role expectation. Students aged between
18-25 (n=1,073) were asked to answer their level of role expectation to their partner and role
recognition for themselves regarding sexual health behavior, given a condition that subjects are
supposed to respond in the case with imagined new sexual partner. 400 responses were randomly
drawn respectively from male and female samples and matched into 400 paired data. The results
are as follows ;

1) Female always marked higher both in role expectation rate and in role cognition rate for the
listed sexual health behavior, which suggests female have more commitment for and give greater
account to sexual health risk avoidance to maintain intimate relationship between partner and
themselves.

2) Neither male or female didn’t show gendered role expectation/recognition except “prepare
condoms”. This suggests that subjects generally hold a belief that sexual health risk avoidance
should be practiced with equal participation of both sexes. However, this gender equal attitude
has stratified to make double standards according to sex in regard with gender difference in
strength of role demands. )

3) “Prepare condoms” showed clear gendered role-compatibility in role expectation/recogni-

tion and implied an association with gendered division of role. In pair-wise analysis, expectation
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and recognition between virtual couples fit each other if the behavior is performed by male.
4) On the other hands, as a female role, “prepare condoms” doesn’t show clear association with
gendered division. It is implied that “prepare condoms” as a female role has been received with

various attitudes in young generation’s norm.
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