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《焦点》〈ナラティヴと保健医療

フィールドワークすること，無知であること

－ナラティヴヘの遠回り？

野村直樹＊

FieldworkandNot-knowing:

ComingaLongWayAroundtoNarrative？
NaokiNomura,Ph．D・

NagoyaCityUniversity,SchoolofHumanityandSocialSciences

Thispaperreflectsbackonmyownfieldworkexperience(1984-1985)alaJapanese

psychiatrichospital.Theinitialpurposeofmyfieldworkwastogatherdataonschizophrenic

interactionamongthepatients,and,betweenthepatientsandthehospitalstaff.Gradually,

however,Ibegantonoticethatanethnographicunderstandingwasimperativeinordertofully

understandwhatwasgoingonintermsofcommunicationinthelifeofthepsychiatricward・I

thenchangedthewayofgatheringdatatowardmoredescriptive,ethnographicdirectionsin

ordertoproducecomprehensivepicturesoftheentirehospital・Forthisgoal,Iwentthrougha

trialhospitalizationfor21daysandcollectedlifehistoriesofthepatients.

Theneldworkdidnotpr(〕ccedsmoolhly-iIwassimplyhlllofmalsanderrors，Clumsyasit

was,thetrialhospitalizationbecametheturningpointoftheresearch・Afterbeing"discharged",

Icouldmoreeasilyrelatetothepatients,andthepatientsmorewillinglytalkedabouttheir

privatelivesandfamilyhistories.After10monthsoftheresearch,Icouldfinallyobtaina

comfortablepositiontoconductfieldwork.

Thepaperhighlightsawkwardadaptiveprocessesoftheanxiousanthropologist,whodidnot

possessprofessionalknowledgeofthesetting(i､e.,not-knowing),butlearnedattheendhowto

moreeffectivelylistentothepatients'personalnarratives.
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