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Fieldwork and Not-knowing :
Coming a Long Way Around to Narrative ?
Naoki Nomura, Ph. D.
Nagoya City University, School of Humanity and Social Sciences

This paper reflects back on my own fieldwork experience (1984-1985) at a Japanese
psychiatric hospital. The initial purpose of my fieldwork was to gather data on schizophrenic
interaction among the patients, and, between the patients and the hospital staff. Gradually,
however, I began to notice that an cthnographic understanding was imperative in order to fully
understand what was going on in terms of communication in the life of the psychiatric ward. |
then changed the way of gathering data toward more descriptive, cthnographic directions in
order to produce comprehensive pictures of the entire hospital. For this goal, I went through a
trial hospitalization for 21 days and collected life histories of the patients.

The fieldwork did not proceed smoothly—it was simply full of trials and errors. Clumsy as it
was, the trial hospitalization became the turning point of the research. After being*“discharged”,
I could more easily relate to the patients, and the patients more willingly talked about their
private lives and family histories. After 10 months of the research, 1 could finally obtain a
comfortable position to conduct ficldwork.

The paper highlights awkward adaptive processes of the anxious anthropologist, who did not
possess professional knowledge of the setting (i.e., not-knowing), but learned at the end how to

more effectively listen to the patients' personal narratives.

* 2l B AL



74—=NF7—2 fieldwork
AEi%#% anthropologist
HiffRlt psychiatric hospital
MAINDES  not-knowing

+ 75 47 narrative

RLHELT, AHEHTURFOHFRTT, SHIERLEEZL T2, B4 D
ROBUETRERLIL 2T > TV BRIRALAERVET, I PoTwB I L
BIMEABE L Vo T, T -16 (HICEARVATTTY) PLEbo7
ALbE2RRTIHFRLEEDNTwET (ZRIRPPAERETT ), £ HHE
LTELDIRMMFERE VIBBTY, UEABELVIDI, 74— F7—2L
Vo T, BHCEWTZORIIRHBEFIZECTRHET 2, 295 HL~AKH
DD EMAHERZLO>TVRET, TOHE, 2FH 74—V FY—23LASE
oI DT L TERWERTT,

HHD S COFETEELZA>TET, SLOEMEDABIAMBTEL VS C
&, BICHBUIRE VI RICRVELERLTwE L) &0 LT, 2DENIFL
D—OWBEHTE, 2FD 74—V F7 =07 wAiET, 2ICI0LE~KDFE
T, BFDISEHD7 4 =V F/ —+ (AEFTOTRRLALD) 2HEMELL
26, AEEZIPEMAE L, BoBRRIH-DOTTH) CALEISHE
HLI)ERET,

b)) ETHEEVIHM, E<13d 2BFEADOEEICBO1605K ¢ & VL ORIFFH
BET74— N FI—0%LELE, PAYADMCASRZCEHLLARIEFATL &
I, ABRBRORICIE2E, 24 GCTH1ELSVLRPITET, REXEW
DEMMETT . ZIP> TRETCORMAXEZHOEINET, ZALB/EL TN
Li=Diz, 19845ENHEH S8SEDNH AT TDI2 » ATT, AEEBLLIDIL
(MUF, UEABEE LRB), #FRYPOMUHTITST, SHVIMEER>TES
X, BATE>THBELCHPITTHLATTY, WEXBBICH L THSME-T
WEDEERBI U Ay EOIHIEKRICEHTL £,

BOIMANIARTEH 23 b0 2HOT, FEDLDDEELADLLS-T, »o
CECHDTZDTTHE, ol VLDIRIIETHDTT (Ph ELIFLDH

8



74=NFI9—0F32L, BAITHEZ L

Bit)e 74—V F7—2ZBOT3rAL6WLE- IR, TARIEHETSH
200k, bIRAIvLk, BATHRCEZLLDTT, AE2PoTLLOIMHD
Skl %>T, BFIR T 2Dbbhokl{ksT, TR FE=IJIIPB L, 2
EDT74—NFI7 =GR ABELTA-TWL LTTH, FHERRE VI
i, E6MRELEVIBVAN L L L ERALN, TR, BEvATT, Ab
DA»SRT, HAL#EPDN S, LRIDITT, BEL 2RV, BEL 2RV,
3V 0% 1 ERBET 2 LTI, ERICRHMEICLSC DD F¥A, 5% {TH
VLIRS, ChB T THOBEIS LA EEAD, Licnl
ViREHIRFEICO22b6 T, BBLVLIDREALE IR0y 7 2F-
TWVWBDTT,

Z2HZ2 LT OHBHBR TR EZRE ) LB o vk, B EKBRDOAD 2
A= avEMBLTALEDLORATY, 2332 —vavoffE*T5E
T, BORBEZMN BHO—2>0MHER;E LELA DT TT, ABEELVIDI
~AVRLDT, BAD7 4 — L FICBL Tk, FEZEE svwueryFv ok
B, Al bDERDZLITT, TRRT7 7V AP 2 —F =7 ORI
BMETH-TH, ESLDOERME, HAF=2—3—2DI4—NL - ALY—}D
BEMLEHERT I2HBETHoTh, MOPOEFIMNTIIETHLIAIBELT,
BIIATHue v F L Xa%2FE>Tw3HDTT i DueryFo XAt wIiDid,
FXIC TR, LIRESATY, ERIC~YTTIT R, BOdb 9
ey F Y ALEBLTOELAANEVATT, 2RETOHERBTHEF Y HFIC
BOoTVBILHFE-TVET,

RUBIRIZT 2=y =2 avRELDPZ )V ) HEEMOE A S BHRIES
WaEaL P TALELSHATT, B, BEASHBBICRBFLT, 5L X
Yy 7DRBICHSHVEICLTHEBOTAHS L, (BOMERHICA > TREAR
AAYBRZTLDEHC) RBOMENRELIPCRATEEY, 22T, ZITik
HARRO I anyr—vavid, BADVEITCELLIBRPHATHET DR
SHEDLLAY, ZOBICZEChbRVL, HEIRKEZLIRYL, LWHIILETHR
LIEU®EYT, BREAKITEL>TLBIAL 2RV TTL S, BFoudy 7 LHF
REDOS y IMBHETEZDTT,

b LB VBARBERNS ST, VAALIEINEREG>TVREHRT, FRHD
AMazazr—rarlTnsd, 2IHBMOSEIRE LR (HirmHbE

9



WHIAVFIAL) ORFTRI->TVBLLHIRMEZEETEZLTT., 2Eh3H
REDSLIIVILTEREDTIREL, ZH0HIHERRLaZ2=r—>arvD
RE—vPRID L) BEFEMBL T, 2IHIEX A, REENLBEEDLS
IKiEVWEEASTCLE I,

T, —oMVLLDRBELALR-TLESTTTH, IHhobHRhESE LY
Mh, Sl iw) Ed), KFERZOLO%E TH) OLHICRMTT, 22
E—PoEINISIREoTuiHh L EREOEZ L LT, 20 LTHEAOPTH
BRDANI2LBEALRITEELT0EY, L) IEBWHTEAIAL, twHl
LIZR oW TY, BRMEFEOA»SIIULDHLSALEDNEITTY, %2
DCHVILESBTULHBKREVLATT, TOTLEVIDREZS (ERICHDb-
TWL3hY, ZOEEAFLOMHEGEWELLS, ZIETR7TLEL, 2B
S5IHIBLLTLBATT, bIEDHEIIDEVIBLTTLBATY, 20
POHABEMCLT, LRRESL2-5T, b IRIFKABERATHERSZD
Mg, EEARRTHAELLTE, 1Lt TTh, EPTFay 77D b
LEHICko1h, —AIRICHZD Edy, WARAKRILDBHHFHATTH, LALL
Ph#EAF L,

IE b IRKEZMAET BN, @A2Ebhsrivil, TBHOMLEHE LII,L
RoTLBILEL, fIDE/ 2HTRL-TLBI L, 2RI v ay (ffifh)
&y dwidunlizangd, 2hidh, MORERZLTHELEIL, )Tl
LowATY, KX, To706fT20E20 ek 3 ABVBIATT, (ZALLE
RERESERBBZMATIRELLTLLID) ChRBABEOBRALVWEZS
TYA, SHRICIEBATHIDOVT LT, “going native” (T—4 v 5 - 24 F4%) &
HERTOUET, A T4 TL0IORBME VI LTTHS, BiLciT>T T8
HMIAlCE>B5 %9 LVITRTY, TohAmWBLELEEL > FELADE D
AR5 VAT Y, {To R BRED NV — 77 -7 b HifiEbes >
hLT, ENTRSEDL2SKE, Fhod—4 v 7 24 F4 70T LI
5 &0 E ANFIEEDOMTIR, ZOHEBPHESZELTEIOTERL, 74—V F7—
7LESLIEDARSTL D, LWIZDEDOHEETT,

HEOWTIEC IBWVAAR I LR 21bITY, BEBEF>THOTARY,
F—7La—FTRELTALD, Bbokl L LTIREHEL Yy X2HioTR->T
HlD, HEBE—~ADBHLIC—RAL 22T, HDHAEELEIATLDYH (-,

10



74—NFI7—=2F3I¢, MATHEIL

CCETRIND? LEODNBEIEHET) FOTHF-4), BRAET—HOMRL
Zigui b, FHTHENLEDICROTHORETF—IEEAILPHELA, L
PLEBHROGICEST, THRIEYD, RO L TRISORIL I EhbhoT
WELRBLTELATT, F—FidFoTATTIIE, CTHEYiIELb
hoTuke, LI EIh, REIEENLIENRI TS, ZALREABIEAL
ALTEATY,

ZHTIEC I TH ) CHUEAR LR wl, LEUT, 21HBE v BT
L 7-hs, PRSURE L BHRURIUIC, &Y, AR Lcbiedd!, 2hEc8 4~ AN
LPEL TV BATTDS, HALNHEL > T I LIIBHEZALDI-2TNVS
bIITT, bhoT0ETHS, Ho, HOFEIKTHB%ER, (SVIKE-T
VWBATTR, ROFIFRAC reRtwBFLTRo TR I VSISl TE
7o, BEOBEHICEbOELA, "8I LEATTL? X, ABLIATTH?
Ho2ZH)TTD, YLLADSELBIATTR, IEFVRILEIRH->THOE L,

BICHSRN TOADITER > T I DR, EICE > TIRBHIBERTL ., 2
NETIFLRTATFT VT4 74 2BEFIC, AEEHLLTRICETBEAL, Ln)
CEENFLTR2TETOT, 2 WIHRBOABRTH» S OETF 2 DI YR
LAEWVETH, KYDOARLIIE>TWVS, 2H0IbiTT, KEONRIKZDT
i3, tVIHIEI LI LERBSDLEL, (BB, ABRBHEOHEEENST VY VITK
DL o IREB LW ZENHDET,) THEORMLEVIDIE2

F1 ABUEENRRRBECHRE L k> THEL LDIRRIANLEY ET, 24V T L a—
F4 NP H1950 R T 2 U hDHILKERBONE L FIRHIBE T, ATNBETH
3L TABRL, BREHBEDLI oMY OHTRIEL TO 320G L8
nrPEBHEYET, LHL, ZORDHTEFa—-F4LE, BETHEILEB-T
ABL7-C %, TCEEBRIEBLE, LB TWET, WA, PhToholA
FrBLET, IZL0EEIR, BOMWRRICR>TARLELEVI LS ITIE, ;LT
BFIcFEbR I LIcLELE, HLEFTHERD-DOABETHL L%, WHBT
A3 L FELA,

LaL, ARZIIHIVIHIARATYRATROUI LR, 74— F7—70f8ELDARY
SEREELTYH, FDOILSELIMBELHEAVRARET, TU», PodhF LD
FPRTVBAL DL, ZLTESICIE THWLDRTAVADRNRAL L pigndy
LwIisHic TERR,) IctohaTfEEbHh ET, THEZOLBYTLE, —IF
WL 7= C ORIBLIC K S B, FHFEDLD 2 » AlllfkoRifEiic7 4 — L F
2% LELT, 208, LItHuAZ20EE0l LRI, X6 TR 4L
SEBLTLVLY LI EHICEFIANEGRG, HUEEOARIchkhELL,
IECIRBRICEBEEZRDONT, 2o rEshEk oo iTORBRMHD 2T,

11



HbE7=kd>1ATT, SHECSWIZIZT IR E>T, T LIRBYIIZ
PASHRIE T, WORIC A > TRY VL BOFERMDonB L, ROWMDOERKET, b
H, EILI) I ICAPBI>TOTCHLKAVE—LVLIRERS > ATT
JE, b OBT A LA ELE, TR REZLVIDLER
PIHBSSVLLEENTELATT,

ZOFHE, AROEERE WS DKIE Ohicilh EEEMO LI LbD) 2B
EHFELE, T, b2 BBNCENT, BhoktBuwEd, ¥RV,
BEIALLRBELDSGETHOTVLIEAE—FOH3IHD ] { SLDME TH LT
LEZLIAMPENE L, ABRT 2 ETCLD LD oATT, BEIADYE
CAE—FRENHEIHE o, EVIXRFICAZOERAB DI, R-o1EH A>T,
bhARPoTT, ZNEITHZATTr FFIIEL L)) A,

ZOABREZMIEDKRZITTCTR, 1ECEPL TTHRHITERL S, o TwHEL
THAZOHRTHEBI L LnId, 7I/20hTREHIND &) ARMNHNEL
Too ZRUTRIRY GRBE) L72HE10y AL EHTLA, TNTEOE )
I25RALES (74— F7—=70) Bbhbhs BATEL>TWEDT, 74
ZERAPY Lo THBEIADEFHEM LI LERVBOE LT, 9EZ
e, F<iRasazyr—yravicliLdbsAT, 2ERAVI—T I a D
BEAHTBEILEEBEATHLEATTY, ZOARRROS L, RiZOHESDEDHE
Mg EwiThwE, ZOBIHTIO y AU EE TR OWEATTR, %
N SMAPDARBEICHE ->TH S 25T, L THEYTIHAINR)
2776 £k TR, LVRIHISHIRSKEILBLT, FOADIhETCOALE
2EOTHS2ATT,

FIAEBRIC LTI B0 DRV B WA H D FTA6. 7815 ¥ bh AR
RIEFENZOOMMBIRTELDIR 74—V FI -2 2RI THH10ERH ZVIZZN
PgETLA &, ZRORBNTOS 2 HEREZHET 2010 (b Lh o YYE
b EFELTIVERRLTRTEF2DIITRAVLI L2AID £ L), BHOEMEE
o ANBEDHREZMBETE I LICHLTORKELH D L, HEALSEIB/A
WEADER LT HVE->TTTh, TCHEELSHATTIFE D, 78T
BPOTADIELHDET, ZO—24HI RS> TRAYZA L VI BHOH
BITTR, SHIZCTYZADI LRFETLOIC HEiZ) EMoTERLITTIED
DERA, YEARKLTUILS DS THRADBREAST, EIVI AR SEAT

12



74—V F7—=sF3I L, MATHEE

Ty L—FHES T, FERTOIEANKEM > kb LB 1ATY,

24210 » BEORTH/R L 20 SABEOBBRAREZEL T, LHIPCED
YOI TEEN, ABEELLTHRELLT, TRBEA 2RO BN, KER
=TT YL DRELET Tda0EREA-T) LEBEENETELR
BEotATT, 2NEFICEI VI TEEZELE SN ETIE ISR Do
LIS EEoEBOET, 25T LE, wORIEFEIADHTLATDOE LY
M, 403 FHVAPOITETCHE-T(N TR L) LAML ETH, THES
NBEDEFE LR, ELVL>TWIDERHOAEDRA =Y —=TH>T, IN6IC
DTS TLBILVELI I EMNSELHDET,

2303 74— FET7—20IFHER, UK DEMEOTTZIDOALL LN
bHoTW HNEAETHS EIRVA, HFHICHIRRCTREIZ LEEIE
Buiky, 2HRONIOLYRTT, £ (#HPEP>THRAULRRDH S LIER
57) PoTHLRKT AL 2VLH L LET 2K (B, Fithk EOSEHT)
HEAICLTHH LB IATT,

THAFEEDH 7 4 — L FICA2 T HoTuI ik, RiH (2o, #
SizonTIE) HshubiFTTss, PRhOFFLMbEoNTIT( L)L
WHhET., FHOLERO LV ZLRBEZERE, ZOBRBIOLTEIAL LY
HIT, ZTOHSEVEVLI I LD, BIEESEZMCML TS NBEEN, 2D F
547 (BHE) IHBATTE, ZHIVIBMKT7 4 — M F7—2 & TRfllh, &

F2 ARTANIERNE SO AR T O E FMr,h T, WEFHE LMD
ALHEES L ELRIRT, WA 74— A F7—b—%6hBESTLES. THT
KﬂLT;%%%—F#B’m%t#u;%a%—Fuﬁﬁénfw<&.%Uﬁ,
PeoBTih &4 b LB i & S i, BEL b oSRMEE WU E T,

2 OREIEE O R LTSI LT I, R b—U—, P LTS
n, —%, Wile LCRIuE, 288, Mg 2LTalazr—yarElTRRE
nEF, FIF4TEVIELR, CO22DMEICHETE 29 LMINLDOTL &
5moﬁ<k%u%m%mk&tva+—w5ﬁu(wwwmﬁotbLte)ﬁ
wnzt:ncbgbgnorxmtbtho%nugotmm,Mmm%n%n
IETHVEENHEHSHTT,

oIk s LCOWELIis LCoNE - 23D, Lid> THITRFRIKSY £,
CHoDMi G LT, BOLEDIDHZ—EOYHEL L TRE I LMNTES
L,itL#Lﬁﬁ%ﬂLT%%LT(:&&W%,twﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ%LT(hiTo
Al EDDVEFRLOWELELLEDTT, TIWIFAF Iy 2 BRAAIT T
FATOREMBY, FIF4Y -7 E—% it LRELVEBLEIIC
HhET®,



W) ZEDDIRBNED, SRESTERPTENSOEALITELDLE LB VET,
(MINBRFECRER 74—V F7 =2 LXBTOET,) SbiiFicit Uhan
Bads BOBATTIIE, 3RICESILDETFTTH, ZO—hKY ) B3Z0AT
i, M2LLT—, ZPLLTC—) EDBoTMEETNS, /%L LTIREDE->
TTYR, SO RCBIINT, "%, B, 5, LEntoT, ROk
BRIOBEBATTIIE, TCIKBFTICHERTREL,

T, b=, HEMEIR2, 3L LVTTH, HL EFTEEELENSZA
TY, RNREIR > THREZDARTHR L BEBOPIHAANT WL 2, Evs)
JETTY, TOREIR, RPRYFENELOFINEELY, FIREET RS
DOREILTHOHTIAVL, FLFERNCOERLRY 7 >7-ATT, (AL
FEOMMECHEFR L CRBOEEEZFIIANLVER»S, ZOAGBHARO LS 1o
BoONTEZLLH) ThEd, Z2IMMFNRELRBLELDOLIATT, OF
DREECHIADZEEIRH>TIR/ V57 4— (NFEETOWIRERDZ L, &
BVLRREHL L)) OFCHAANTVL D, SFETRIA—VET—A—Th
3 TAS) L) DRABONENE >1b DTS,

HAZEKEI L HFEOE>TOIDR, (B AAWL, o7, LTd) R b—
V=53VREBDEZITLIZORTTT, ZRRBBAEFRE VI E»oEL
LY RTVTTY, (#Hidbnbordbiug, Mo Adwz) zZhtEALCCES
ERIATY, ZORICAREZREDZEI)R-oTHRT 20, D h LA EHL
BETD7 4 =N F7 =7 3—20B %> MAIC L3 bDRDT, 2D AMS
FHELOIFELZRE»OWLTLES2S, ZRRAFELOT VYL FhoDHk
RIZGEHIGAE 2V OTER VL EER ) DT,

MEELEBORRDPSF I 747, BHOBRRLELNZSA, H5ADTEL
TS TOLEAL 2 LRLHERBVET, ZORESEPTEEL* v o 2D Hic e
IEZATOL D, FERWICBRRATEIRISRE LEUTOUET, FHbHhat
EHTEwELE,

i3 c&’(0)74—)l«Fv—atif;/uf;afﬂtﬁ]@l")tcﬁiz*l_i?fﬁ, FIF4T I E—
DHRHT, 75—y eT—) v, TRADES, (Not-knowing) L\ 3%
ATTeRBIFE L2110 BEPIIAZVFMIADOELLADONE, EBLT
w%ﬁmmomruaﬁﬁ?éa,anﬁ%iﬁ??0t98xbu%®fﬁﬁmmJ
EHATLL I EREOMEICH 7Y £3, oz s & 5 PEMO ADHPIER
BEEIETE7 4N P —h -0l MY L 32,

14



74—NFI—=0FBIL, WATHEIL

PEE

1) 7v¥=vy, n—L—v (2001) : FFHERE, WAREBT, HNER K- 3
H.zLTHEE— a7 KL 47478137 £7E-LIR?. SRR

2) Py ¥ =V, n—=L—y, narF - F=Yrry (1997): 7742} 2
ZHMETHE—L T E— B BEAOT Su—F, v/ I, H-=Fr:F
55 4% - &7 E——HEHREBROKE, SHIHAKR.

3) Caudill, William (1958) : The Psychiatric Hospital as a Small Society.
Cambridge, Harvard University Press.

4) MERUK, Brmo, FNTEEE (2003) 1 7 ER FOWE/ WEOL T ER
k. HAIFHR.

5) <2+ 31—, S. A=+, K. (1997) : o=, BNEER +7747 -
I E—— SR ERORE, LEIHER.

6) BPRHEKE (1989) : Kifibt & NEK—A ¥ ¥ —T 7 a v o RIGEMME F
FIAEIH¥20 (2), 66-81.

7) BPFHEME (1989) : TEERi L MFEDNII 2zl —v avy—7—RRF 74, B
K, SHRMESRE, IGALOBENES13%, pp.295-308. fRAHHAR.

8) Nomura, Naoki (1992) : “Psychiatrist and Patient in Japan : An analysis of
interaction in an outpatient clinic.”In Ethnopsychiatry. Edited by Atwood
Gaines, The cultural construction of professional and folk psychiatries.
pp.273-289.

9) EPHEIEE (1998) : 3 h 2 & fIAFHAMN 5 D —HIAEBED 7 4 — VL F/ — k&
5, Xfeeooh, 2 (3), 5-22

10) FFATIEME (1999) : TEHIO 7 710 —F & idflh—fF%E 7 €A Mk DFREEK
Fomo, WHIbHE, F77 47 €7 -0t HEFFR.

11) SFHTERE (2001) : i & L COIML—RIEBE D 7 4 — L F ) — F 2 FAE
T, ke A, 5 :146-156.

12) BEFHIEME (2003) : F 5 F 47 - £ FE—E 74—V F7—7 LOER. PRI
K, WK, F5547 - 77774 A, BROXR7Y433, EXEH.

13) ¥FASiEK (2003) : Narrative-Based Medicine (NBM) DER—EM—BED
a5 LA 74 IHMGESECETT, JIM 13 (10), 839-842.

14) BPHEHE, SANE (1995) @ BE—BHHEO2I 2= —> a v KB LT
BOMt—5 3 RFEASIMCOMEDTEE » > C. BHIIR, 28 (2), 49-69.

15) FPHTEME, AR, ENMET, dith—, BURR (1987) 1 T h A4
=Ty arOBltins, KENREBA, 4 (2), 137-146.

15



