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(Abstract)

ISSUE Migrants in Japan accumulate for 20% of all reported HIV Positive and AIDS Cases.
Despite migrants making up a small percentage of the population in Japan (approximately 1.6% of
the population in Japan), they are disproportionately affected by HIV/AIDS. However, migrants
in Japan have a delayed access to HIV/AIDS testing, treatment and care. Many migrants in Japan

come into contact with medical/health facilities for HIV/AIDS services when their health has
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extremely deteriorated. Furthermore, there are instances of discontinuance of treatment among
migrant patients.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION This research sets out to increase understanding of these challenges

and barriers of migrants in accessing HIV/AIDS services by collecting and analyzing the data of
consultation requests made by medical/health facilities to NGOs. The data used in this research are

the Services for Health in Asian & Africa Regions (SHARE) and the
from medical/health facilities. SHARE,

cases received by two NGOs,
Africa Japan Forum (AJF), since 2004 has been providing
information (social welfare system, treatmentin migrant’s country of origin, etc.) and translation
services to health care providers on migrant issues to improve health care for HIV Positive migrants.
The research team conducted an analysis on cases collected from April 1, 2010 to October 31, 2011
(One year, seven months). In this period two NGOs received 61 cases of documented migrants and
asylum seekers of 68 cases from medical/health facilities regarding migrant clients with HIV.
Although two NGOs received cases from 40 different prefectures, majority of the cases were from
Tokyo and its surrounding area. Majority of the case request on migrants to two NGOs came from
social workers (21 cases or 34.4%), followed by HIV/AIDS counselors, nurses, doctors and public
health nurses.

RESULT Profile of migrants from the caseload (from total of 61 cases) [Nationality] Thailand 31

(50.8%), Southeast Asia not including Thailand 16 (26.2%), Sub-Saharan Africa 5 (8.2%), East
Asia 3 (4.9%) and South Asia 2 (3.2%) [Marital status] Mostly spouses of Japanese husbands 32
(52.5%) [Sex] Female 40 (65.6%), Male 19 (31.1%), Unknown 2(3.3%) [Major challenges identified

by clients in caseload] Social and legal constraints creates difficulty in migrant’s access to health
care, Access to treatment and care in migrant’s countries of origin, Language barriers, and others.
CONCLUSION Major challenges identified to be barriers in accessing or when accessing HIV
services include social and legal constraints, availability of treatment and care in migrant’s

countries of origin and language.
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