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Relationship Between Traditional
Curing and Modern Medicine
Emiko Namihira, Ph. D.

In this article three cases are reported. These cases show that the relationships
between traditional medical cares and modern medicine vary from the traditional
care systems, the traditional concepts of disease and the situation of modern medical
services.

In the first case, a mountainous village in Niigata Prefecture, pepole have
changed their curing behaviours very soon after they began to have frequent
contacts with modern medicine. In the second case, a mountainous agricultural
village in Kochi Prefecture, pepole employ both magical curing system and modern
medicine, and they think both are complementary. In the third case, Amami
Islands, the traditional magical or shamanistic curing system is changing under

the influences of modern medicine.
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ZHEEOYREfTE) (traditional curing)  EAEZ (modern medicine)
WRADER (causes of disease) WA DI (interpretation of disease)
A& (medicine man)
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