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“Brain Death” and Organ Transplant:Variable Viewpoints of Nurse Students

Kiyoshi Muraoka, M.B.
Department of Environmental Health,

Graduate School of Medicine, Osaka University

Ninety-two short essays of nurse students in Osaka were surveyed regarding personal
opinions concerning “brain death” and organ transplant in order to know what the pros
and cons depend on in Japan. Sixty-seven(73%) of them supported both “brain death” as
the new definition of death and organ transplant from brain-dead cadavers, four(4%)
agreed only with the former, nine(8%) agreed only with the latter, and thirteen(14%)
opposed both of them. '

Of the 67 opinions supporting both “brain death” and organ transplant, however,
fifty-one were ambivalent or inconsistent opinions:e.g. “When I am declared brain-dead,
I will permit withdrawing respirator support, but if one of my family becomes brain-
dead, I would believe that he or she is still alive.” ; “I will donate my organs for
transplant, but I cannot permit my family to be donors.” ; “When I become brain-dead,
I can give my organs not to others but to my family. “;” I can understand and agree with
the concepts of brain death and organ transplantation, but I would practically deny that
brain-dead patients are really dead and refuse the removal of organs from the bodies
because of the presence of their warm bodies and beating hearts.” etc. k

These changeable opinions mainly concerning the family would regulate medical
decision-making regarding “brain death” and organ transplant. The family, therefore, is

one of the most useful cultural factors when we try to interpret why there still in Japan
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exists a wide range of personal beliefs and opinions regarding the new-fashioned western

medical concepts.
L k==
K& family B%3E, “brain death” [g2s#4# organ transplant
E# & B ke medical decision-making FE#%¥4 nurse student
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