S FRREE:raIa=4—var -Xb57

\e

A DFHH N

—HERHEITADELH» 65—
= =

Reading Cues in the Conversational Interaction

——from several examples of ordinary exchanges of talk

Yutaka Tani, Social Anthropology Professor, Institute for Research in

Humanities, Kyoto Univ.

“I never have been able to stan, stan, stand up on my own two feet before my, my, my
farther”. Soon after having uttered such a talk to a doctor, a patient who had suffered
from the paralysis of legs by conflict between his dominant farther’s demand and his own
expectation for his future found his paralysis to disappear (A. Kleinman, Illness Narra-
tives, p. 41).

Locutor does not only send informations and read facial meanings of other’s talk, but
also by means of the subjective mental process of supplementing inference and evocation
always conversationally reads how the other locutors epistemologically share his world
conceived as real and how they social interactionally involve into him. It is not the
advices of counsellor, but the patient’s mental images evocated during conversation and
his conviction to be socially supported that encourage him.

Above, the patient confesses his thinking that his relationship to his farther was
relevant to his physical illness. And wittnessing the doctor’s acceptance of his claim, he
reads that his position is socially supported and its reading encourages him. Many
examples of doctor-patient interaction, however, show that medical doctors exclude all
the relevant worlds experienced as real by patient except for the events in the pyhsical
world and bring his illness into the medical operational room far from his control.

Through micro analysises of ordinary conversation examples, how conversational cues

are read for epistemological and interactional understandings will be shown.
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