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The Policy of Mass Media that informs Health Informations to General Public.
—The case of AIDS.—

The aim of this article is to discuss the media’s policy on giving the information of
AIDS to general public. In Japan 238 People are reported to be infected with AIDS in 1991
and now the total infected by the end of 1991 has reached 692, excluding the infected
haemophilia patients.

The number of 238 is rather small but 2.5 times lager compared with the infected in
1990. It is clear that the AIDS is increasing in exponential rate in these years.

Accordingly it is media’s role and responsibility to inform the real situation to general
public. As long as AIDS is a kind of sexual transmitted diseases, we can learn some
lessons from the past experiences. In this discussion Japanese military trial is shown to
explain how it reached “three principles” to cope with syphilis during 1920s. The
principles are “education of practical knowledge”, “supply of free and enough preven-
tive means, keeping privacy”, and “prohibition of punishment”.

These principles should be applied when media will give information to general public.
Japanese cultural background tends to permit media only to use comparatively soft and
indirect expression. However, considering AIDS is an urgent and pressing problem,

media will have to behave more bravely.

...................................................................................................................
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