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Is It Natural or Unnatural ? : Critical Opinions of Nurse Students

Against Advanced Reproductive Technology (Part 1)

Kiyoshi Muraoka, M. B.: Department of Environmental Health, Graduate
School of Medicine, Osaka University.

Sixty short essays of nurse students in Osaka were analyzed regarding personal
opinions of recently advanced reproductive technology such as in vitro fertilization-
embryo transfer (IVF-ET), surrogate mother and frozen-thawed embryo, in order to
know what the pros and cons depend on in Japan.

Thirty-six (60%) of them supported IVF-ET, only if between a wife and a husband,
sixteen (27%) disagreed with it. Seven (12%) agreed heterologous IVF-ET without using
husband’s semen and 23 (389%) opposed to it. Of the 60 opinions only 12 (209%) supported
surrogate mothers, however, while 39 (65%) were against it. Finaly, only two (3%) were
in faver of frozen-thawed embryo.

These critical opinions of nurse students have shown that most of them are against the
advanced reproductive technology, because it seems unnatural. Medical decision-making
regarding reproduction, therefore, may depend upon their idea whether the medical

procedure sounds natural or unnatural.
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