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Liability for acts of nurses under the orders of physicians
Shin Utsugi - Tokai University

Reviewing the relevant court-decisions and ministerial circulars in Japan, the author
points out several groups in the nurse-doctor relationship according which the assign-
ment of the liability for the adverse results varies.

Upon these analyses the author recommends,

1) There should be established some rules on orders in each medical institution.

2) Every health professional should recognise precisely when to be held liable under
these rules.

3) There should be installed certain system to review, adjudicate and sanction the
defiance from the rules.

4) Complaint system, including conscientious objection, from every staff should be
established.

And the author indicates further two points to be increasingly noted in the near future
; liability in maintaining medical apparratus and the professional liability concerning the

care for the patients in community.
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