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Various Ethical Viewpoints of Nurse Students On Abortion and

When A Human Life Begins and Ends
Kiyoshi Muraoka and Kanehisa Morimoto
Department of Environmental Health (Hygiene and Preventive Medicine)
School of Medicine, Osaka University

In order to know why people justify or refuse abortion, this paper analized the result
of the questionnares sent to 516 nurse students in Osaka. The questionnare consisted of
four kinds of questions [the result is shown in square bracket]: (A) whether abortion is
ethically justifiable or not in each case of @ failure of contraception [yes=14.8%], @
poverty [yes=55.6%], ® danger to the mother’s body [yes=89.1%], @ raped conception

[yes=89.3%], ® incest [yes=59.1%], ® divorce during pregnancy [yes=19.1%], @
obstruction to the mother’s career or job [yes=9.1 %], ® congenital abnormality of the
coming baby [yes=67.4%], or @ social birth control [yes=8.3%], (B) whether or not the
use of embryonic or fetal tissues of aborted baby for medical research and clinical
purposes is ethically justifiable [yes=28.2%, no=43.9%], (C) when a human life begins;
and (D) When a human life ends.

On the question (0), the students chose various points of time such as when the
fertilization is occurred [31.2%], when the heart starts beating [22.7%], when the
fertilized egg is implanted in the uterus [13.8%], When the baby is born [12.6%], when
the formation of the fetus organs starts [8.3%], when the formation of cerebral cortex
of the fetus is completed [6.2%], when the movements of the fetus is felt [4.1%], or
when the baby is a week old [0.2%]. More than 80% of them, therefore, considered that
a human life begins within the period of 22 weeks after fertilization (the legal abortion
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should be done within these weeks in Japan) . This answer means that an abortion in the
early stage is killing a human life, which is ethically inconsistent with their approval of
the abortions on some condition on the question (A).

On the question (D), 56.7% of the students regarded only @ when the heart stopped as

the time of the end of a human life, while 34.2% regarded ® when the brain is ‘dead’ or

when the heart stopped as the time. Five percent of them added © the persistent

vegetative state to the former two conditions.

The end of a same human life, therefore, could come later on the condition ®, and
could come earlier on the condition ® and,“or © according as each decision-maker
decides. The comparison between the results of (C) and (D) revealed the correlation that

the earlier a human life begins, the later it ends (the converse is also ture) .
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