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Sociocultural approach in a medical assistance project in refugee camps in East
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Abstract

Through the experience of an international medical assistance project in refugee
camps in Djibouti, the author examines the meanings, problems and possibilities of
including sociocultural dimensions in research and activity in international health.

From the description of the context of an NGO’s activity and research on facilitating
sociocultural sensitivity, the following problems were identified: 1) insufficiency of
information, 2) political nature of culture, 3) multiplicity of the subject, 4) moral judg-
ments. These problems are partly rooted in the applied/critical duality in medical
anthropology. Problems of cultural relativity and of representation recently discussed in
postmodern anthropology are also manifested in an acute form in daily activity in
international health.

Cooperation between medicine and anthropology will be fruitful if there is a clear
understanding of these issues, rather than an evasion of micropolitics in the field by

relying on biomedical discourse and authority.
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Camp Hol-Hol Ali-Ade
'93.1 | <5y.0.| {1 |Chickenpox | |5 | Malnutrition
5-14y0. |10 : 5:0
>lyo | 0} O
’93.2 | <by.o. 2 §2Neonatal 4 iZMa]aria,Di,Anemia
5-14y.0. | 2 0 ! 410
>14y.0 0 P00
’93.3 | <5y.o. 3 §2RI,Malaria '
5-14y.0. | 4 i 0 i 5 |
>14y.0. 1 ;Matemal |
'93.4 | <5y.0. | |2 2RI | 1 ! Diarrhea
5-14y.0. | 31 0 10: 0 :
>14y.0. | |1 |Hepatitis | 9 i 2Malaria,2Di,Malnu, TB
Voo i i Maternal,RI, Hepatitis
Assamo Aour-Aoussa
'93.1 | <by.o. 1 ;Diarrhea 8 EDiarrhea
5-14y.0. [ 21 0 | 9:0:
>14y.0 1 ;Diarrhea
93.2 | <5y.0.| | | | 8 | Diarrhea
5-14y.o0. | ? | | 11000
>lyo | | | 2 | Diarrhea
93.3 | <5y.0.| {1iRI {12 | 6Di, 4RI, 2Measles
5-14y.0. | 1§ | 19¢ 1 | Measles
>14y.0 6 ;Diarrhea
’93.4 | <5y.o. 2 EDi,Malnu. 5 éDiarrhea
5-14y.0.| 2 | 0 | 19 5 | 4Di,Measles
>14y.0 0 9 EDiarrhea

RI = Respiratory infection, Di = Diarrhea, Malnu = Malnutrition
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