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A study of patient’s feelings for privacy in hospital
—— Differences in feelings between patients and nurses ——
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Shigeri Kido, Kitasato University

Abstract

The purpose of this research is to evaluate and analyze the relation between patient’s
feelings and nurses’s feelings about privacy in hospitals.

Research was performed by using the same participant observation method in all
groups. The results from a group of 27 intractably nervous patients (group A) , a group
of 54 orthopedic patients (group B) and 69 nurses were as follows :

Patient’s feelings of privacy are different from the reality of a patient’s routine life in
hospital. Group A subjects were anxious about changing clothes and bed baths. Group
B subject were anxious about excretion activities. There was an especially, high tendency
for this amongst women patients.

The degree of anxiety was different for the observed items according to age. Nurses
felt there was a need for privacy during excretion activities and bed baths. In addition,

it was suggested that women and young patients have a higher need for privacy.
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