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Understanding and acceptance in the context of informed consent :
From the view point of “vacillation” of patient’s decision
Mutsuko Nakanishi
A major ethical concern regarding informed consent is whether patient/family give their
consents with true understanding of information provided by professionals. It has been often
performed as a mere formal procedure with poor understanding and acceptance of medical,
diagnostic, or surgical procedures. A survey revealed the cases in which patients try to withdraw
the consent they had given. The withdrawal indicated a “vacillation” of decision. Based upon the
analysis of those cases, the meaning of patient’s understanding and acceptance of what is told in

clinical situation was discussed in this article.
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