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Physicians’ behaviors and ethical problems
Kazuhiko Fujisaki : Nara Medical University, Department of Hygiene

This paper points out that physicians’ behaviors have ethical dimensions at three levels: 1) not
harming their patients physically; 2) not harming their patients emotionally; and 3) considering
how to take responsibility when physicians have harmed their patients. For each of the three
levels, ethical problems caused by physicians’ behaviors are examined. This paper points out the
inadequacy of the current scientist/technician model of physician-patient relationships developed
in the age of biomedicine that leads to physicians’ psychological vulnerability. In response, it

proposes an alternative helping profession model suitable for the age of informed consents.
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