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Research on the viewpoints of moderately physically disabled persons
—Research using the example of disability with hands—
Fukuyo Honda, OTR., MA.

University of Tokyo Hospital, Central Rehabilitation Service

We interviewed seven persons who had physical disabilities with their hands, and
asked them in which area, physical change, mental change, or social change,
caused them the greatest difficulty since developing the physical disabilities. To
gauge their views of these difficulties, we assessed during the interview (without
asking direct questions) how their views had changed since having the disabilities.

From the interviews, we found which changes persons having disabilities with
their hands had suffered, and how the persons viewed the difficulty since develop-
ing the disabilities. We then examined changes in their views on difficulty.

We found that views on difficulty are not influenced by physical matters such as
the seriousness of the difficulty, but rather on the views of the person experiencing
physical disability.
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