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Changes in Mothers Who Have Cared for and Bereaved Children Dying

of Cancer : Unresolved issues in pediatric oncology for the terminally ill

Shigeko Saiki-Craighill, RN, DNS, Tokyo Metropolitan University of Health Sciences

Through the experience of caring for a terminally ill child with cancer, mothers became the
main care taker responsible for ensuring their children’s comfort in the health care environment.
In this role, they became guardians protecting their children from unnecessary physical and
psychological burdens. These mothers often witnessed several other deaths in the hospital before
their own children died. After their children died, they had to form a different kind of relation-
ship to the deceased children in order to overcome their grief. This process compelled the
mothers to think deeply about fundamental issues concerning life and death.

These experiences changed the values of the mothers, made them stronger, and made them
unafraid of death. However, they also indicate how insufficient the health care environment is
in taking care of children. No mother wants to go through such an ordeal. A system which puts

such severe demands on mothers is in need of reexamination.
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