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Sharing the deliberation : Collaborations between physicians and parents of
pediatric patients on treatment decisions

Saiki-Craighill Shigeko, Tokyo Metropolitan University of Health Sciences

Ten medical consultations in which the physicians and parents of pediatric cancer and aplastic
anemia patients deliberate which treatment is preferable are analyzed. This analysis is conducted
to determine what happens in the interaction between physicians and parents. Once the physician
expresses concern about the various options for treatment, the parents start to deliberate with
the physician. The parents would often express their reliance on the physician, their anxiety,
and their desire to maintain hope. The physicians would reply by explaining the medical
condition instead of providing emotional support. These interactions, which would continue for
an extended period, were interpreted as sharing the deliberation process. Whether the
physician expressed his opinion or not greatly affected this interaction. If the physician
expressed an opinion, the parents would agree to it. However, if the physician did not, he
became a sounding board for the parents and would try to persuade them to make a decision

on the treatment.
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