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Re-examination of the Theory of Acceptance of Disability
A Study of the Realities Experienced by Physically
Handicapped and Chronically Ill People
Machiko Kosugi: Hokusei Gakuen University

In Japan, the theory of Acceptance of Disability, which is based on Value Changes and
Stage Theory, has been established and has been applied extensively in health care,
medical care, and welfare. This paper examines this theory by observing the conditions
of the people concerned. It also examines what effects this theory has brought to society.
From the study it became evident that there are several differences between this theory
and reality. This is because the theory overemphasizes changes in values and sees them
as a goal for the people concerned. This theory also makes society blind to the problems
disabled people face. From this, the paper indicates the importance of understanding the
reality the people concerned face and placing it as a problem the whole society must deal
with. Based on these findings, the paper suggests constructing a new concept of

acceptance for physically handicapped and chronically i1l people.
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