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Between the “Facts” and the “Truth” :
Structure and Collaboration in a Medical Team
which Informs Pediatric Oncology Patients of their Diagnoses
Shigeko Saiki-Craighill
Tokyo Metropolitan University of Health Sciences

The purpose of this study was to examine how a particular medical team practiced
informed consent and provided support systems for children with- cancer. In this team,
the leader, without discussion with other members, introduced and took the lead in
establishing a new approach to informing children of their diagnoses, illnesses, treatments,
and side effects. He would insure the children of their cure, but this communication
would not include negative prognoses and would not continue into the terminal stage. He
distinguished “truth” which put the children at ease from “facts” which would disclose all
objective data. This was done with the cooperation and consent of the children’s parents.
The other members supported the leader’s approach as a team, although each member
personally held differing opinions about informed consent. It seemed that these members
felt that skill in dealing with communicating informatlon was distinct from skill in medical
procedures. Nevertheless, it was interesting to note that since they could trust the
leader’s skill as a physician, they would follow his lead concerning how to deal with

informed consent issues.
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