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Medical Communication Skill Training in Acupuncture Education

Seiichi Sugiyama
Tokai College of Oriental Medicine

In 1996 we held a seminar on “diagnostic inquiry”, in which “roll play”™ by fellow students was
emphasized. The purpose of this seminar was for the students to get competency in gathering
fundamental medical information from patients and to judge whether the acupunctural therapies
were appropriate for them or not.

In reworking the curriculum in the 2000 school year, we changed “diagnostic inquiry” into
“medical interview” and defined the objectives, strategies and evaluations, based on the following :
an acupunctural therapist as a helper should have an attitude in which not only the physical state
but also the psychological and social state of the patient are viewed.

A request for research commissioned by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports. Science and
Technology of Japan was received. The theme was “a study on the introduction of OSCE into
clinical acupuncture education”. We also carried out research on education for medical interviews.

In such a group of educational work, medical communication ability is regarded as fundamental
clinical competency. We investigated a model core curriculum before graduation and obtained
books. video software, valuation standard tables and so on. It is a problem now of how to make the

most of these educational materials.
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