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The penetration of primary health care, in fact, makes us face with local medical practices. Most
social studies about health care system point that they are not enough to make the private sector
clear. I think it is one of the reasons that they try to deduce collective meaning from “fragmentary”
individual knowledges.

In this paper, I examined this basic analytical model from the case of Samoan society. Samoan
healers make their ordinary practice on various relations between names of sicknesses and
symptoms and no clear pathological model. Rather it is pointed that the different knowledges
among individuals provide them the basis of the treatment-diagnosis process. Because Samoan
people often identify their suffering by their recovery after consulting healers and doctors.

Iliness narratives are still important objects of study in the plural medical setting. However.
Samoan case requests us to rethink the validity of the relation between illness narratives and
collective meaning. We should argue how people transmit and use the knowledge in the social

context before applying semiotic approach.
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