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Purpose

For the majority of people, mass media articles are the principal source of information on health-
related subjects. However, the contents of such articles have rarely examined in Japan. The present
study focuses on newspaper articles, comparing eight daily newspapers circulating in Japan in
order to analyze how information on acrylamid is conveyed by the Ministry of Health, Labour and
Welfare (MHLW).
Method

Articles published on November 1, 2002 by four of the principal newspaper publishing companies
in Japan. namely, Asahi Shimbun, Mainichi Shimbun, Yomiuri Shimbun, and Nihon Keizai Shimbun
were analyzed. Given that these newspapers are published in different editions in Tokyo and Kyoto
districts (Kanto editions and Kansai editions, respectively). a total of eight different newspapers
were analyzed. All articles selected for comparison were about acrylamid and were released by the
MHLW. A specific standard was applied for the selection of keywords from the MHLW website and
from the headings of the newspaper articles. The selected keywords were categorized into the

following groups : Group 1 . Words found in the MHLW website as well as in the newspaper
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article headings, Group 2 : Words found only in the newspaper article headings. and Group 3 :
Words found only in the MHLW website. The text of each article was subsequently analyzed in
order to determine the presence and frequency of these keywords.
Results

Except for the articles published by Nihon Keizai Shimbun. articles in Kansai editions were
shorter than those in Kanto editions. Furthermore, the articles issued by Asahi Shimbun, Mainichi
Shimbun, and Yomiuri Shimbun, respectively. used different headings for different editions. In all
the articles analyzed. the most recurrent keywords were those belonging to Group 1. Of all
paragraphs in the articles. keywords of all groups tended to appear most frequently in the first
paragraph. All the paragraphs were analyzed and it was found that keywords from the three
categories were most frequently found in the first paragraph. 'Food’ and ‘etc.' were some of the
most recurrent keywords in all the articles selected for this analysis. Differences in the frequency of
‘high temperature” and ‘homepage’ were observed across the sclected articles.
Discussion

This study reveals that although articles either from different newspapers or editions deal with
the same subject. they still have different keyword combinations. However. the articles have not
been evaluated in the present study. Therefore, and on account of the fact that differences in word
usage may influence the meaning conveyed. further analysis should be conducted on the content of

health-related newspaper articles.
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