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Qualitative Data Analysis as a Story Construction
Masahiro Nochi
Graduate School of Education, the University of Tokyo

This article introduces a method of qualitative data analysis, comparing it with a story
construction process. Qualitative researchers often aim to understand other persons’ experiences
from their own viewpoints through interviews or direct observations. The viewpoints take the
form of a story or a narrative, which includes some human-like characters that relate to each
other and integrates them into a plot as a whole. In some phases of qualitative analysis, these
characteristics of the story are discovered or reconstructed based on the persons' accounts or
actions. The phases of such research involve reading or interpreting qualitative data as this
process focuses on meaning, not on physical characteristics of the data. Thus, the researcher
needs to go beyond the denotation of the data and to infer the connotation of the data. The
quality of the story constructed in this process depends on the reading or interpretation
procedure. To distinguish between good or deep reading and bad or shallow reading, three
criteria are presented. The first criterion, “reality”, shows the degree to which one feels real or
vivid about the story. The second is “novelty”, the degree to which one believes that the story
adds new information to extant knowledge. Lastly, “relevance” is the degree to which one

thinks that the story is significant to one's life.
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