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The authors discussed about the narrative approach in the field of nursing from the
interdisciplinary four viewpoints, that is sociology, medical anthropology, medicine (clinical
practice), and psychology. The authors reviewed the writings published by Japanese in past six
years since 2000, which can refer to the content in the field of nursing. The authors took five
points of view, which is about the ground of narrative theory, the definition of narrative
concept, the definition of narrative-approach, the attitude of a listener, and the viewpoints of
investigation. Results : 1) There were a common ground to divide the Paradigmatic Mode and
Narrative Mode that Bruner had proposed. The latter is going to respect unique life-related
reality of living by contrast to the way as quantifying human life. 2) There explained the
concept of narrative related to the experience, the event and the temporal course. 3) It was
common the concept of narrative means both the dimension of the acts to show the event,
which it experienced along temporal axis and the dimension of the contents of speech. 4}
There were differences in the concepts and methods in Narrative-Approach, attitude of a
listener, and a viewpoint of the study. The authors regarded these differences occurred from the
differences of the objects in practice. 5) The authors considered that the narrative approach
needs multiple view points for the practice of nursing, which make the attitude of a listener by
a problem of health of patient (a narrator) and the aim of nursing.
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