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Rebirthable Life: Narrative and Reproductive Life of
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Ten years have passed, since the organ transplantation law was established in Japan in
1997. Only 52 cases of organ transplant operations from brain-dead donors have been per-
formed (as of 2007/02/25). Also, social consensus has not yet been reached in Japan. As a re-
sult, most Japanese recipients still depend on living donors or overseas transplants.

Seven recipients and six donor families were interviewed and recorded. In addition, par-
ticipant observations were performed at the some events with them at the same time. The
data were analyzed using a qualitative research method and specifically utilized coding
method from the grounded theory approach.

Results reveal that the existence of donors is the most important issue for concerned
parties. They respect the donor's death, but they produce various interpretations about
donor's lives at the same time. In spite of the limited biological life of donors, they can be re-
born in both recipients' bodies and minds. Also donors can get a renewable life with unique
patterns through their narratives.

Recipients thank donors but they don't know how to show their appreciation to them.
They have complex feelings towards donor families but they don't know how to express
them. Some donor families regret organ donations from their own children/spouses but they
don't know how to control their negative feelings towards recipients. Some donor families
are satisfied with organ donations from their children but they don’t know how to connect
witﬁ recipients. There were emotional tensions between recipients and donor families.

Recipients are living with donors and donor families are also living with donors in
parallel. Concerned parties have started to speak out about their experiences through their

narratives. Various narratives have occurred naturally and synchronically by recipients and
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donor families who are in different positionalities. Also recipients tried to listen to donor
families' narratives autonomously and donor families tried to listen to recipients' narratives
independently of each other.

This study illustrates a bud of mutual understanding between recipients and donor
families. It also suggests a situation where donors are set in the core and recipients and do-
nor families are positioned flexibly in a web around donors. Then they construct inter-de-
pendent relationships intimately because recipients need donors' organs to survive and
donor families need recipients’ bodies to rebirth a donor. This new concept of life produces

donor's life, i.e. "Rebirthable Life" as narrated by a donor mother.
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