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Symbolic Human Relationships Identified through Infants
within Family Groups :
From the Treatment of "Sina" Found among
the Bribri Indigenous People of Costa Rica
*Miho Chinone
*Ochanomizu University

This paper uses the disease known as "sin4 ", an indigenous word for a disease that occurs
in infants of the indigenous Bribri people that reside in Territorio Indigena Bribri de Salitre,
Costa Rica, Central America, as a key to examine the symbolic human relationships identi-
fied through infants within family groups. It is believed that "sind ", a disease similar to colic,
affects infants 1~2 weeks after birth and is characteristic in that in general, it is the grand-
mother on the mother's side of the family that treats the condition. This paper considers the
symptoms and causes of the disease commonly talked about and the relationship between
the grandmother and grandchild. It was revealed that "sind ", an abnormal disease that oc-
curs within the body and its treatment indicated the existence of human relationships and
other groups within the tribe and that the physical body of the Bribri people is something
that has developed throughout history.
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