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< Abstract >

The purpose of this study is to understand disaster prevention awareness by homebound elderly people
and its association to countermeasures by family form.

A self-recording questionnaire was used as a survey method to be completed by users of elderly welfare
centers. The survey was related to disaster prevention awareness, disaster management actions, knowledge
about disaster prevention, views on health, and anxieties about emergency.

Results Subjects: 618 Average age: 72.7 = 6.2 Family form: single households - 88 (14.2%); living with a
spouse - 315 (51.0%); living with a child - 215 (34.8%)

The recognition rate in regards to knowledge about disaster prevention was low for all three items in the
case of single households. Regarding recognition of knowledge about disaster prevention in association with
its implementation, the participation rate of disaster prevention training was the lowest in the case of single
households, and significant difference was observed (Cramer V, p<0.10). Awareness to self-help and mutual
assistance had a positive correlation for all family forms. A significant difference was observed in the
ratio to emphasize awareness to self-help and mutual assistance in the case of living with a spouse or child
(McNemar, p<.05). Significant difference was observed in self-help actions in regards to the implementation
rate for people who emphasize awareness to self-help and mutual assistance, respectively, in association with

family form (Cramer V, p<.05). Significant difference was observed in family form in the case of anxieties
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about emergency (p<.05), and significant difference was observed between living with a child and living
with a spouse as a result of multiple comparison (p<.05).

Discussion Different characteristics were observed by family form, in regards to the recognition
rate of knowledge about disaster prevention, the participation rate of disaster prevention activities, the
implementation rate of self-help actions, and anxieties about earthquake emergency by homebound elderly

people, indicating tasks by family form in countermeasures to earthquakes in the future.
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