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(Abstract)

This study aimed to clarify what sort of experiences nursing students who worked part-time as nurses’
aides did through the part-time work, by performing a group interview with 7 target students.

We identified 10 categories from their experiences: Theme 1. Acquisition and mastery of knowledge and
skills concerning nursing and developmental changes as nursing students: “Acquisition of communication
skills,” “Feeling of mastering the skills learned in class,” “Awareness of the importance of having a
relationship with and understanding the patient in practical training,” Theme 2. Positive experience for
nursing and organization in nurse aide part-time work: “Feeling that the experience of working as nurses’
aide relates to one’s own future and practical training,” “Feeling the pleasure of being related to nurses
and nurses’ aides,” “Finding it easy to be working,” Theme 3. Pain and difficulty felt at nurse aide part-
time work: “Being able to observe and learn from unacceptable performance of nurses and nurses’ aides,”
“Experiencing difficulties involved in interaction with the patient,” “Appreciation of physical demands
involved in assisting patients,” “Understanding the difficulties of engaging with nurses’ aides.”

We observed that these experiences affected the students’ formation of careers such as acquiring
nursing skills and value for nursing, however because they also experienced dilemmas and difficulties, it is
considered the potential to affect their decision-making regarding future job selection.
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