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(Abstract)

Purpose: Cervical cancer vaccination was actively promoted by the Japanese government from 2009 to
2013. Although it had a high uptake, education on the disease and how to prevent it was not fully provided,
so the need for subsequent physical checkups may not have been wholly understood. This study was,
therefore, designed to clarify whether or not women of the 2009-and-after vaccination program generation
have basic knowledge about the vaccination and whether or not they are aware of the need for continuous
checkups afterwards, and to investigate the relationship between such knowledge and school education.

Method: An anonymous self-reporting questionnaire survey was conducted that targeted 1,000 female
students in 12 departments at six colleges and universities in Tokyo.

Results: Out of the 919 responses (response rate: 91.9%), 909 were selected for analysis after excluding 10
that had blank answers for more than half of the questions. Of these respondents, the vaccination rate was
21%, of whom 39% understood and 61% did not understand the need to continue to undergo regular cervical
cancer screening. There was no significant difference between students at departments in medicine-related
fields and non-medical departments in the percentage of those who were aware of the need for follow-up
medical examinations. Asked about school education, the ratio of those who had had an opportunity to learn
about the required frequency of subsequent medical examination accounted for a significantly high number
in the group of those who had known about this need.

Discussion: Unless they are given an opportunity to learn about how often to undergo medical
examination, it is feared that even vaccination recipients may be unaware of the need for follow-up
screening.
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