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(Abstract)

This study’s purpose is to shed light on the mindset of teachers at basic nursing training schools
regarding employment assistance for patients with Rare Diseases, as well as details of training provided.
The study clarifies issues regarding an educational endeavor to train nurses who can provide medical care
and employment assistance, a combination of services that may be expected of nursing professionals going
forward. A questionnaire was administered to 129 teachers at 17 basic nursing training schools. Of 104
responses (80.6%), 103 (99.0%) were used for the analysis. Respondents had worked in the nursing field for
an average of 14.3 years. In all, 34 respondents (33.0%) had experience providing employment assistance as
nurses, and 26 (25.2%) had experience in teaching how to provide nursing care for patients with Rare
Diseases. In addition, respondents were separated into two groups in accordance with each of the following
criteria: how long they had worked in the nursing field, the degree to which they had provided consultation
and support, and whether they had any experience teaching how to provide nursing care for patients with
Rare Diseases. The two groups for each criterion were then compared using Mann-Whitney’s U-test. The
results showed that there were significant differences (p<.05) with respect to the items of “providing

information regarding the prospect of employment, a temporary leave, and job reinstatement,” “providing
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advice on health maintenance based on the content and conditions of work,” and “providing information

regarding where to receive advice when one cannot work because of sickness or disabilities.” Regarding

the first item, differences were due to the amount of time each respondent had spent in the field of nursing.

For the second and third items, differences were due to the amount of experience each respondent had in

providing consultation.

In the future, the challenge is to develop an education program and teaching material to promote the

knowledge of employment assistance programs and institutions among nursing instructors and incorporate

into school lessons how to provide employment assistance for patients with Rare Diseases.
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